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“ We wil l  never  change the world by just  going to church. 
We wi l l  only  change the world by being the Church.”

—  U N K N O W N  —
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PASTOR’S CORNER

by Pastor Alexander Lee

Knowing Christ
Through Change

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.”

— HEBREWS 13:8 (NKJV) —

Life is always changing. Circumstances around us are always 
changing. How do we know Christ in the midst of change? 
Have you ever been so overwhelmed in the changes of your life 
that you became lost and confused? We can trust that in the 
midst of change, Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.

There have been many changes in technology over the years. 
When I was in high school I had a pager and a quarter to make 
phone calls. Nowadays it seems as though even elementary 
school children have cell phones. According to Popular 
Mechanics, technology will change even more drastically in 
the future. Some scientists say that we will have technology that 
will be able to predict traffic jams, bridges that repair themselves 
with self-healing concrete, and 3D printers that can print car 
parts, birthday cakes and Rolexes. We will have self-cleaning 
clothes and 60 years from now texts from cell phones will be 
zapped directly into our brains. Some of these might seem 
far-fetched, but we know technology does not stay the same 
and is always changing. Thankfully we have a God that will 
never change even in this ever changing world.

In Hebrews 13:8, the author is talking to Jewish Christians 
and telling them not to swerve away to strange and different 
teachings. The author was telling them that the Jesus they knew 
yesterday is the same today and the same for eternity; and for 
them to stand firm in Christ the Rock no matter what change 
happens in this world.

Psalm 102:27 says that God never changes and that He will be 
the same forever. Malachi 3:6 says that God’s character never 
changes so you can always trust Him. His purposes do not 
change so we as believers in Christ need to trust in Him and 
His will. Isaiah 46:4 says that God will never fail us. So in the 
midst of changes in your life and outside circumstances, you 
can still know Christ intimately as the unshakeable Rock.

That word “forever” in Hebrews 13:8, in the original Greek, 
is referring to eternal life with Christ. We have hope as true 

followers of Christ that when the waves around us become so 
high and life becomes unbearable, we know that we will spend 
eternity with the changeless Lord of lords and King of all kings.

Now that I am married, I am learning to continue to know 
Christ through changes in life. My wife and I need to seek God 
as a unit. It is not just about me and my relationship with Christ 
but we need to seek Him together. God willing if we will have 
kids, we would need to learn to seek God as a family. Jess and 
I will have the responsibility of raising our kids into becoming 
men and women of God. Though these circumstances will 
cause change in my life, I know Christ does not; He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. We must continue to love God 
with all of our heart, soul and mind regardless of what happens. 

I would like to encourage you to never give up in your walk with 
Jesus Christ. Just like in Matthew 14:22-33 when Peter stepped 
out on the water and began to sink when he saw the waves, Jesus 
was right there to lift him up. He is there to lift you up as well. Life 
does not always go the way we want and sometimes curveballs are 
thrown our way, but we can have peace knowing that Christ is our 
foundation and He can never be moved. 

If you are reading this and do not know Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, I encourage you to place your faith in him. It is not by 
works that you are saved but by faith alone in Jesus Christ. You 
need to confess you sins and repent and turn away from sin. 
You cannot just continue to live in sin but you must turn away 
from it. Salvation is found in Christ alone and the work that He 
has done on the cross. Please talk to me or Pastor Elbern if you 
like to have more information in becoming a follower of Christ.

Please pray with me if you have made the decision to follow 
Christ. “Dear God, I confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sins. 
I need a Saviour and I cannot save myself. I place my faith in 
Jesus Christ and I accept you Jesus as my Lord and my Savior.”

For the believer please pray with me in your heart this prayer. 
“Dear God help me to trust in You in the midst of change. Help 
me to know you Christ with all of my heart no matter what 
circumstances change around me. Help me to stand firm and 
help me to not lose my first love in Christ no matter what waves 
come my way, in Jesus name, Amen.
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DEACON’S FRAME OF MIND

by Jhun Castro

Catalysts for Change

FOR US TO SEE CHANGE, WE MUST 
FIRST BE WILLING TO SEE OURSELVES 
AS WE REALLY ARE AND COMMIT TO 

SEE GOD AS HE REALLY IS.

According to the latest report from the Toronto Police, 146 hate 
or bias crimes were reported in 2014, up from 131 incidents in 
2013. 44 of these cases were against Jewish people, 27 against 
LGBT (Lesbians, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) people, 20 against 
Blacks and 16 against Muslims. A hate crime is one in which 
hate is the motive and can involve intimidation, harassment, 
physical force or threat of physical force against a person, a 
group or a property. The Criminal Code of Canada says a hate 
crime is committed to intimidate, harm or terrify not only 
a person, but an entire group of people to which the victim 
belongs. The victims are targeted for who they are, not because 
of anything they have done. Statistics Canada has begun 
recording hate crimes in the country, since 2006. Since then 
the number of incidents continue to rise. What’s more to worry 
about is that, not all the hate crimes committed within a given 
time and vicinity are being reported or accounted for. The latest 
reported hate crime victim was a 30-year-old Muslim woman 
who was violently assaulted outside a Toronto elementary 
school - an incident that took place in November 16, 2015. 

Some brothers and sisters out there are beginning to question 
themselves, “are we in the end times yet?” My answer to that is, 
I’m sure I don’t’ know!” or “God only knows!” But what we can 
be sure of is that we are living in a world that is full of hate and 
whose master has been locked in in the darkest and deepest pit 
of the earth for so many years. Now his hateful cronies are on 
the rise and propagating at an alarming rate. 

Hate, according to the dictionary is a passionate feeling of 
dislike on someone or something.  To our knowledge as Christians, 
hate is the intense dislike felt against Jesus the Messiah by the 
same people that He dearly loves. Hate is the heavy jagged 
edged instrument of the enemy that they too had Him carry 
upon His back, nailed his hands and feet and, crowned him 
with. Hate is the venom that they gave Him to drink when He 
said “I thirst”. Hate is the strength of the enemy’s army that Jesus 
conquered on that tree for our sake.  Jesus did His part. He 
changed the world with what He did. Now, with Him leading 

the way and even reassuring us already of the victory, He calls 
us to do the same in waging war against the enemy…to make 
a difference in this hateful world. This is the perfect place and 
perfect time where and when we must do our part – to defend 
our faith in Christ – to be the catalyst for change, here and now.

To hate someone because of his or her race, religious background, 
or other qualities is wrong. You can do something to stop 
violence and prejudice. You can work to change attitudes. Given 
the facts and figures above, here are some ideas that we can 
prayerfully contribute to make our once-peaceful community 
become livable and peaceful:

l 

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Whatever change you wanted to see in relation 
to hatred, begin by setting yourself as a good 
example by showing respect for others through 
actions, attitudes, and remarks.
Organize forums to examine possible sources of 
bigotry and hate violence in the community and 
brainstorm preventive actions. 
Encourage law enforcement to collect hate crime 
statistics and make them available to the public.
Raise public awareness that bias-motivated 
incidents are crimes and should be reported to 
the police 
After getting approval from the investigating law 
enforcement agency, immediately clean up any 
bias-motivated graffiti. Paint a mural celebrating 
diversity in its place. 
Work with schools, businesses, or community 
groups to sponsor poster or essay contests 
on “How Bias-related Crimes Hurt Our 
Community.” 
Offer support to a co-worker or neighbor who 
has been a victim of a bias-motivated crime.

Start a conflict resolution program in their school. 
Reject all stereotypes. 
Report incidents of discrimination or hate crimes 
to parents and teachers.
Start a peer education program - to teach bias 
awareness to younger children.
Organize a community-wide Day of Respect or 
Day of Dialog, in which all members in your 
community can share strategies to prevent hate crime. 
Mentor a younger child. Use their creative 
talents-sing, -write, or paint to share positive 
anti-violence messages. 
Advocate violence prevention by writing to their local 
government representative and sharing their ideas. 
Offer support to a classmate who has been a 
victim of a bias-motivated crime. 

Young People Can ...
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DEACON’S FRAME OF MIND

Below are some guiding principles that we can meditate on 
and apply:

Change in a Biblical sense means renewal from a life that no 
longer conforms to the ways of the world to one that pleases 
God. For us to see change, we must first be willing to see ourselves 
as we really are and commit to see God as He really is. 

We accomplish by the renewing of our minds, an inward 
spiritual transformation that will manifest itself in outward 
actions. The Bible presents the transformed life in Christ as 
demonstrated through our “bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. Transformation 
involves those who were once far from God being drawn 
near to Him through the blood of Christ. 

The proof of change within us is seen in the way we increasingly 
reflect the likeness and glory of Christ. Like what the apostle 
Paul tells us, “…if God Himself has taken up residence in your 
life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than of Him. 
Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but 
clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re 
talking about. But for you who welcome Him, in whom He 
dwells—even though you still experience all the limitations of 
sin—you yourself experience life on God’s terms. It stands to 
reason, doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised 
Jesus from the dead moves into your life, He’ll do the same 
thing in you that He did in Jesus, bringing you alive to Himself? 
When God lives and breathes in you (and He does, as surely 
as He did in Jesus), you are delivered from that dead life. With 
His Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as Christ’s!” 
(Romans 8). To be considered as children of God, we must be 
led by the Spirit of God. And it is through the power of God’s 
Spirit that Christ lives within us. The transformed life mirrors 
the attitude of the apostle Paul: 

Paul said, that the power of renewal comes from one source. 
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” 
(1 Corinthians 1:18). In speaking of Jesus, the apostle Peter, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, boldly declared this truth: 

Changed lives begin with the gospel message of Christ, for in 
it is the power of God. It is the gospel that brings us salvation: 
“It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message 
of God’s powerful plan to rescue everyone who trusts him, 
starting with Jews and then right on to everyone else! God’s way 
of putting people right shows up in the acts of faith, confirming 
what Scripture has said all along: ‘The person in right standing 
before God by trusting Him really lives’. ” (Romans 1:16-17).

Through the gospel message of Christ, we learn:

The apostle Peter provided us specific instructions on how we 
are to live out our transformed lives just before he died: “So 
don’t lose a minute in building on what you’ve been given, 
complementing your basic faith with good character, spiritual 
understanding, alert discipline, passionate patience, reverent 
wonder, warm friendliness, and generous love, each dimension 
fitting into and developing the others. With these qualities 
active and growing in your lives, no grass will grow under your 
feet, no day will pass without its reward as you mature in your 
experience of our Master Jesus. Without these qualities you can’t 
see what’s right before you, oblivious that your old sinful life has 
been wiped off the books. So, friends, confirm God’s invitation 
to you, his choice of you. Don’t put it off; do it now. Do this, 
and you’ll have your life on a firm footing, the streets paved and 
the way wide open into the eternal kingdom of our Master and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:3-11).

“God is not man, one given to lies, and not 
a son of man changing His mind. Does He 
speak and not do what He says? Does He 

promise and not come through?”
— NUMBERS 23:19 —

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 

I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me”

— GALATIANS 2:20 —

“Salvation comes no other way; no other 
name has been or will be given to us by 
which we can be saved, only this one”

— ACTS 4:12 —

“to put off your old self, which belongs to your 
former manner of life and is corrupt through 

deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds, and to put on the new 

self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness”

— EPHESIANS 4:22-24 —

“So don’t you see that we don’t owe this 
old do-it-yourself life one red cent. There’s 

nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best 
thing to do is give it a decent burial and get 
on with your new life. God’s Spirit beckons. 

There are things to do and places to go!”
— ROMANS 8:12-14 —
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY FEATURE

LIFT: Living in Faith and in Truth Bible Study group

Members:
Ballaret family (Zaldy, D’Elijah, Jairus, and Jared)

Edwin and Sherma Alderete
Gatdula family (Ricky, Beth, Kathleen and Zavier)

Grecia family (Cesar, Phoebe, Marianne and Jacob)    
George and Lida Gregas

Guevarra family (Dennis, Sheryll, Desiree, and Arielle)
Vic and Sheryll Hortillosa

Malimban family (Roger, Thess, Psalm and Ayram)
So family (Roger, Rodella, Shakainah and Seth)

Small group Support Members:
Ramny and Liwanag Guatelara and family

Julian and Airene Laude and family
Gina Montemayor

Formed on April 26, 2015, the LIFT BS group started with 
just 4 families supported by some members of the small 
group committee. In less than a year however, the group has 
increased in number and presently has 9 families that get 
together to study God’s Word every last Sunday of the month, 
after second service, and with lunch fellowship before their 
study until 3:30 pm at the CABC resource center. The group 
is currently using Rick Warren’s “Purpose driven life” 
Bible study guide as facilitated by Brother Zaldy Ballaret. 
The group plans to increase their meetings to twice a month 
starting this January.

*For more details please contact Zaldy or D’Elijah Ballaret

“But he who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that 

they have been done in God.”
— JOHN 3:21 (NKJV) —

“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just 

shall live by faith”. ”
— ROMANS 1:17 (NKJV) —
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HIGHLIGHTS

CHILDREN’S MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE OCT 24

Participated by 28 children between ages 
4 to 12, Phil Whitehead and team from 
BCM (Bible Centred Ministry International) 
kept their interest throughout the day 
with video clips of  the story of Jesus for 
children, crafts and games, interactive 
discussions regarding missionary life and 
a story of a missionary in Thailand ( Ian  
and the Gigantic Leafy Obstacle). These 
activities met with the goal :”To raise 
awareness of the importance of the Great 
Commission” among these young minds.

SHOUT PRAISE NIGHT  
OCT 10

The sanctuary was filled with 
worshippers glad to have come 
together just to sing praises with 
the Praise and Worship band. It 
was done in gratitude to the loving 
Father and consistent Provider. Pastor 
Loel Latorilla re-emphasized the 
awesomeness of God who deserves 
worship and reverence alone based on 
Revelations 4, reiterating that “When 
we know God there is not only fear but 
gratitude. When we truly know God 
we are led to salvation, transformation 
and proclamation”.

FALL CLEANING 
OCT 31

Individual volunteers as well as the 
other half of the Bible study groups 
spent the whole morning cleaning 
designated areas of our church building, 
just as the other half did during the 
spring cleaning. Lunch time also served 
as an opportunity for the assigned bible 
study groups to get together. 

BAPTISMAL SERVICE OCT 11

The afternoon of Thanksgiving Sunday 
was spent to celebrate the faith of 15 of 
our brethren; 8 of them have formally 
transferred membership and 7 have been 
baptised through immersion. Please see 
the last page for their names.

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

CHOIR OUTREACH AT 
PEOPLES CHURCH NOV 21

It was a pleasant morning as the 
Cantata choir sang several songs 
to the seniors of People’s church 
that Saturday morning before a 
substantial lunch was served. Dr. 
Timothy Starr shared a message of 
hope and a reminder to focus on 
Jesus, the celebrant of Christmas. 

2ND SEMI-ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING NOV 22

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY     
OCT 11

It was a special celebration of God’s 
faithfulness to us as a church and as 
a nation. Truly, God has been faithful 
in providing for all the needs of CABC 
especially in His work through and 
within various ministries and programs. 
We thank the Branches of the Vine bible 
study group for facilitating both services 
in the morning.
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HIGHLIGHTS

CHRISTMAS CANTATA AT CABC DEC 19-20

This year’s Christmas musical, “A Thrill of Hope” is a comeback, 
previously done by the choir in 2003. Though it was a 
simplified version - devoid of props and drama, it turned out 
to be more challenging, as musical director John Isip opted to 
go live with the band. By God’s grace, it pulled through with 
a wonderful turnout, as the choir sang harmoniously, and 
the message of hope was well delivered by mother and son 
tandem, Rizza and Jaeden Facun. Once again, souls were won 
for the Lord those 2 nights through this ministry. To God be 
the glory alone.

CHRISTMAS DAY DEC 25

CHRISTMAS CANTATA AT 
DORSET PARK CHURCH DEC 13

As part of the joint effort to reach out to 
more through the medium of music, the 
choir ministry presented at the Dorset Park 
Church, a second outreach this season. Our 
choir is definitely being blessed by these 
opportunities for ministry.

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE 
DEC 31

The sanctuary was packed as we 
worshipped and thanked God for the 
passing year. The special speaker for 
the night was Rene Salvatierre who 
shared about his work in Indonesia, as he 
challenged each one to get out of their 
comfort zones for the Lord’s work. We 
appreciate the great effort of the Revived 
In Christ (RICh) Bible study group for 
facilitating the service.

YOUNG AT HEART 
CHRISTMAS DINNER DEC 4

Our seniors are always on top of their 
schedule. They seem to be the very first 
group to celebrate their Christmas party. 
What a joyful bunch! Please see page 8 for 
details.

JCREW AND SAY OVERNIGHT 
LOCK-IN NOV  27

Twenty JCREW and ten SAY members spent time 
together in worship after the usual Friday meetings. 
The purpose of the overnight event was to build 
relationships between the two groups and to train 
the older youth for leadership through games, 
fellowship, and scripture.

DECEMBER
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PONDERINGS

by LA Lambino

Missing Stakes: 
NOT GOD’S MISTAKE

“But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”
— ROMANS 5:8 —

Although I did see God work mightily in and through me over 
the years, there are still a few times such as now when I am 
overcome with doubt and feelings of inadequacy. Don’t get me 
wrong -- I believe with all of my heart that God will fulfill every 
bit of the promises He gave every believer through Scripture. 
It’s just in moments of defeat, of seemingly slow growth, of 
weakness, and when lies from the enemy get the better of me, 
that I tend to feel as if I am so far from where God wants me to 
be and that maybe I am disappointing Him in some way.

Oftentimes in life, we forget that our God is an all-knowing 
and all-powerful God and that He foreknew all of the things 
we are going through right now. He knew before we were even 
conceived all the times that we will fail and fall flat on our faces; 
times we will rebel and disobey Him; times when we are filled 
with doubt and fear -- yet He still sent His one and only Son to 
the cross to die for our sins. He still loves us with an everlasting 
love and invites us to a relationship with Him.

I remind myself sometimes, that each day I wake up alive and 
well, is another gift of grace and mercy from Him, and that He 
is still pursuing us all relentlessly. Even in the darkest nights and 
deepest valleys in our walk with Him, we can rest assured that 
He still hasn’t given up on us.

STAKING A YOUNG TREE

At this point in my life, I face a different kind of hill in my 
spiritual journey. As I reflected on what I was going through, it 
all made sense to me through the analogy of staking a tree:

“When a tree is in the young stages, one of the most vital things 
you need to provide for it in addition to water and nutrients is 
support. If you don’t hold up the tree somehow, it might end up 
bending in a certain direction and growing extremely crooked 

for the rest of its life… You should only be staking your tree if 
you think that wind and other forces might be literally moving 
the ball of roots within the ground. Your staking should prevent 
all of this movement, because this is the most harmful thing 
that can happen to a young tree. It causes the roots to be in 
motion too much and not be able to properly get a hold on the 
soil so that the tree can develop normally.”

God has been so good to me -- He has always provided me with 
everything I needed to grow as a follower of Christ even before 
I got to know Him personally. For the past few years He has 
surrounded me with a strong support system and I have grown 
so much as a young woman in Christ.

I can go on and on about all the amazing things He has done for 
me but I will save that for another time because the list never 
ends. But I guess my point is that all the people He surrounded 
me with, all the challenges and opportunities, all the victories 
and failures, all the places I have been to, were all “stakes” He 
used to help me grow the way He wants me to.

QUOTE FROM (allaboutfruittrees.blogspot.com)

PHOTO FROM (www.hummert.com)
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“For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a good 

work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.”

Paul said in Philippians 1:6, 

Surely, God will adjust or remove the stakes whenever He sees 
fit and that, will be uncomfortable.

“When you think your tree has been staked long enough 
to stand on its own, you should remove the stakes from the 
ground as soon as humanly possible. Every moment the tree is 
constricted it is losing some of its vitality.” 
QUOTE FROM (allaboutfruittrees.blogspot.com)

It is the adjustment or removal of the stakes that I think I 
am facing at this moment. The discomfort of it all has been 
bothering me for quite some time as these were some of the 
support systems God has placed in my life over the years:

I’m not writing this to excuse myself from having mentors 
and from discipling because these, I will continue to do no 
matter what. All I’m saying is that I am at a pivotal moment 
where I need to stay rooted and keep growing upwards because 
the adjustment/removal of these “stakes” are necessary and 
beneficial. I have come to realize that it is up to me now to 
respond positively in order to become a more mature and 
fruitful tree.

1. Job Certainty 

As a new supply teacher, I feel butterflies in my 
stomach as I wake up each morning -- each day 
is like the first day of school. The uncertainty of 
not knowing, where I’ll be working, who I will 
be teaching, or whether or not I will even be 
working, is a daily dose of bittersweet medicine 
God is allowing me to have to grow my faith. 
Gone are the days when I looked at the same 
sunset at the McDonald’s drive thru window, 
or greet customers at the mall, or ride the exact 
same bus every morning to my work at the office. 
Each day, I thrive and survive only by praying, 
trusting and obeying.

2. Mentors

Although I know that my mentors and former 
youth leaders are still there for me, it is still a fact 
that as we all grow older, we move on to the next 
stages ahead. Gone are the days when I can just 
come up to one of them on Friday youth night 
meetings to talk and pray together. Schedules 
become more complicated, people get married, 
have kids, move elsewhere and ultimately, it 
becomes harder to keep in touch.

3. “Barnabas” and “Timothy” 

I recently took a break from being a youth leader 
for various reasons but it wasn’t until I left that I 
realized how important it is to really have “a Paul, 
a Barnabas, and a Timothy - ones who pull you 
along, ones who walk alongside you, and ones 
who you pull along” (Colin Creel, Perspectives). 
Those young guys and girls I’ve led and mentored 
over the years had an immeasurable influence 
on me -- they kept me accountable to my own 
growth, inspired me with their passion for God, 
and they also served as a reminder of how much 
God has enabled me to mature. 

On the Next Issue...
Learn how to “sing a new song unto the Lord” (Psalm 33:3) 
through our new music based column “Take Note” by Johnny Isip.

COMING SOON
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by Sheila Herbert

YOUNG @ HEART: A Gift Worth Giving

What a glorious message that was brought to the Young
at Heart on Friday, December 4, 2015 by our Brother 
Willie Damian.

His message was taken from Matthew 2:1-12. He 
reminded us that God gave the best gift, Jesus Christ. He 
is the everlasting eternal gift -- this is not a temporary gift 
that will soon be gone, but that the Lord Jesus is forever. 
We have to shop for the natural gift, but we do not have to 
shop for God’s gift. He gave it freely to us and all we have 
to do is to accept it.

It was not just a time of having a delicious dinner, but also 
great fellowship and fun. We were blessed to have five new 
friends that are not members of the church join us, and 
we were even more blessed to hear from them that they 
enjoyed themselves.

The ice breaker was different from what we had done in 
the past. Our sister Fely led us in a singing game wherein 
we had to sing in three parts. Now in this game, if you are 

listening to the other group, you could end up singing the 
same song as the other group! It was so much fun!!

Sis Rose Damian also led us in another game wherein 
eight participants had to place a foam plate on their heads. 
They had to draw a straight line, a Christmas tree, and a 
fire place. We were already laughing so hard but laughed 
even harder when we saw the results!

Thanks to all of the sisters and brothers that gave of their 
time and talents during the year, I know that God will not 
forget their labour of love.

Let’s give all praise and thanks to God for His manifold 
blessings, for strength and grace to our seniors, and may 
God continue to bless this ministry for His glory alone. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month after the 
second worship service. Feel free to join us at any time.

Have a Merry Christmas, Blessings and Grace for 2016!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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Urbana has changed the way I see 
missions. Missions is a result of 

your adoration and love for Jesus.
- Melissa B. -

“
”

TESTIMONIES

Dec 26, 2015 to January 1, 2016, Nine of our young adults grabbed the blessed opportunity to attend 
Urbana 2015, an International Missions Conference at St. Louis, Missouri, spending a week and meeting 
the new year there. Here, in a nutshell, is how each of them  would sum up their experience:

God clearly orchestrated every moment and 
lesson at Urbana. He reminded me of these 

two truths in particular: His sovereignty 
despite challenges and trials on this earth; 
and His call for us as believers to embrace 
each other, regardless of our differences, so 

that we can work together for the furtherance 
of His Kingdom and ultimately His glory.

- Abby C. -

“

”

I am grateful that God, through 
Urbana, reignited my passion for 
Him and His ministry, while also 
reminding me of the needs of His 
Church, such as more prayer and 
more labourers for the harvest.

- Aaren C. -

“

”
God’s mission starts with 

a heart for Christ.
- Elijah A. -

“ ”

URBANA 2015 ...

Urbana gave me a global 
perspective of the 

persecuted church.
- Ace A. -

“
”

“
”

What I love about Urbana is 
how the worship time is very 

diverse and multigenerational.
- Troy L. -

“Persecution and suffering doesn’t end the church, 
diluted truth does.” (DR. PATRICK FUNG)

More than ever, churches now must stand up 
against persuasion by staying biblically convicted 
and grounded. We ought to add suffering as one 
of our pillars as we understand that the word of 

God is healing but at the same time offensive, thus 
the sufferings of our brothers and sisters around 

the world. Do not be ashamed of the gospel!
- Rebecca R. -

“

”

“

”

16,000 choosing to be away from 
home on New Year’s Eve for an 

opportunity to grow in the faith lifts 
my heart. I have been inspired to 

have faith like the centurion and a 
generous heart like Mary of Bethany.

- Don M. -

“How much do you tolerate people 
going to hell?” (DAVID PLATT)

I learned another way of looking 
at missions is how much you can 

tolerate people going to hell.
- Francis V. -

“
”
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Pastor Elbern Latorilla
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Jhun Castro, Sheila Herbert,
L.A. Lambino 
PHOTOS: Ismael Gatuz

community relations
committee chairperson
Ana Lissa Labayen

cover photo
Autumn  BY ANITA BURKE 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/
anitaburke/10718139184/)

editor-in-chief 
Gina P. Montemayor

associate editor  
L.A. Lambino

literary editor
Neslea Navarro

literary contributors
Joshua Gatuz
Abimae Almendarez

website liaisons
Mia Reyes
Marigold Bollozos

reporters
Abby Chu
Abimere Almendarez

graphic designers
Eunice Facun
Nate Delos Reyes

Visit our church web site at  
www.cabctoronto.org 

If you would like to contribute  
or be involved in any area(s),  
contact any of the CONNECT 
staff.

Our Church Workers:

Senior Pastor: Elbern G. Latorilla
Youth Pastor: Alex Lee
Director of Music ministry: Johnny Isip
Administrative Assistant: Salome Ferranco
Maintenance Personnel: Miller Caguiat

CHURCH OFFICERS

Please remember to pray for our 2016 Church 
Officers and Workers:

Secretary: Faye Latorilla
Treasurer: Abigael Almendarez
Financial Controller: Antonieta Cabaluna
Sunday School Superintendent: Neslea Navarro

DEACONS:
Zaldy Ballaret
Quirino Calura
Jhun Castro
Juancho Chu 
Willie Damian
Artemio Diwa
Jeffrey Fegarido
George Gregas
Michael Labayen
Alex Isip
Ramny Guatelara

TRUSTEES:
Allan Abellanosa 
Sheila Herbert 
Ana Lissa Labayen
Bernel Latorilla
Ariel Poquiz
Carmen Vaughan-Burnett 
Ulysses Vidal 

Baptism by Immersion:
1. Ayl Abellanosa
2. Louis Babon
3. Bianca Navarro
4. Mauie Sia
5. Rouel Sia
6. Bridgette Sirineo 
7. Francis Vidal

Transfer:
1. Jane Allen
2. Allan Basa
3. Marilyn Basa
4. Marilyn Benito
5. Lorna Bovell
6. Jessie Caballero
7. Oscar Diamante
8. Jessica Lanois-Lee

ON OCTOBER 11, 

the following were welcomed to CABC as new 
members through:


